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First oil crisis



…1973…

 Most countries: limited interest and almost no knowledge 

on ventilation, air infiltration and indoor air quality

 Few countries were ahead: SE, CAN, NL, …

 Start of IEA implementing agreement ECBCS: Energy 

conservation in Buildings and Community Systems



…Eighties…

 ECBCS AIC (Air Infiltration Centre – Annex 5) running

 Annex 1 had indicated that many questions existed regarding air 

infiltration

 Policy in several countries: Built tight!

 Airtightness was research topic in some countries

 IEA annex 8 Occupants’ behaviour

 IEA Annex 18 Demand Controlled Ventilation

 In research and in some countries growing interest for health 

and comfort





Annex 8              Annex 9



1986

AIC became AIVC

The ‘Air Infiltration and Ventilation Centre’



IEA EBC Annex 18

Demand Controlled Ventilation Systems

(1987-1992)



Around 1990…

 European Pascool project

… first time focus on summer comfort control…

 European project NATVENT

… renewed attention for natural ventilation strategies…

 Annex 35 Hybvent

… focus on hybrid ventilation

 ISIAQ created in 1992



EPIC conferences

in Lyon

(1994 – 2006)

Energy Performance and 

Indoor Climate
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AIVC today…



AIVC Newsletter





Philosophy on airtightness requirements

How tight and insulated ducts should be?

Durability aspects of airtightness

Quality management of airtightness

TAAC (TightVent Airtightness Associations Committee)

Ventilative cooling

Ventilation needs and health

Steps to improve the quality of residential ventilation systems

Residential cooker hoods in low energy buildings

Smart ventilation

AIVC projects…





AIVC workshops
March 2019 Quality ventilation is the key to achieving low energy healthy buildings (Dublin)

March 2018 Ventilation for Indoor Air Quality and Cooling (Sydney)

March 2018 Towards Higher Performing Homes: The Role of Ventilation and Airtightness (Wellington)

March 2017 Is ventilation the answer to indoor air quality control in buildings?

March 2016 Summer comfort technologies in buildings

March 2015
Ventilation and Airtightness: Voluntary and Regulatory Frameworks to Improve Quality and Compliance 

(Lund)

March 2014 Quality of Methods for Measuring Ventilation and Air Infiltration in Buildings (Brussels)

April 2013
Airtightness – Design, implementation, control and durability: feedback from practice and perspectives 

(Washington DC)

March 2013 Ventilative cooling (Brussels)

March 2013 Securing the quality of ventilation systems in residential buildings (Brussels)

May 2012 Ventilation and health (Brussels)

March 2012 Achieving relevant and durable airtightness levels (Brussels)

June 2010 Large scale implementation of airtightness plans (Brussels)

March 2010 Innovation and energy performance (Amsterdam)

September 2009 Impact, compliance and control of energy legislations (Brussels)

March 2009 Summer comfort and cooling (Barcelona)

March 2008 National trends in ventilation markets (Ghent)
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More focusing on knowledge

generation aspects

More focusing on 

market implementation

More focusing on 

market implementation



 The participants (TAAC members and guests) are from Belgium, 
Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden, UK and the 
US.

 The scope includes various aspects:
 airtightness requirements in the countries involved

 competent tester schemes in the countries involved

 applicable standards and guidelines for testing

 collection of relevant guidance and training documents





Several sessions at last conferences 

were dedicated to Annex 62



Newsletters
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International collaboration

International events

…








